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wealth at their disposal, they did not have an offspring to
shower their affection upon.

They journeyed to Tirupati and prayed to Lord
Srinivasa, giving vent to the sorrow in their hearts.

After some time, the Lord answered their prayers
and by His grace Ratna Bai was in the family way. The
joyous husband looked after her with utmost care and
attention, during her pregnancy.

In 1484, Ratna Bai gave birth to a male child that
was charming and attracted everyone. Since Lord
Srinivasa had blessed its birth, the child was named as
Srinivasa Naik. It was brought up with great love and
fondness and was affectionately called as Seenappa
Naik.

At the proper age, the boy's upanayanam was
performed. The father then inducted him in his diamond
trading and Seenappa Naik showed great interest in
learning its intricacies, while engaged in the business.

When eighteen, he was married off to a young bride
by name Lakshmi Bai. But Srinivasa Naik was always
drawn towards his profession and after his father's
demise, became obsessive with the calling he was
pursuing.

In due course he could excel in his field and amass
enormous wealth. As a result, he came to be known as
Navakoti Seenappa (millionaire Seenappa) and
Navakoti Narayana.

Though blessed with a virtuous spouse, progeny
and riches, a discontented Seenappa Naik's mind was